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End of Year Report from Mr West (Chair of Governors) 

The world never stays still and the world of education is constantly moving, either because of national or local 

decisions. As I write this we are going into a period of significant change at Spring Vale, quite possibly the 

most significant change since the school has opened. But as we look at the changes that are about to happen 

we mustn’t lose track of what makes Spring Vale a special school. 

Everybody should now be aware of the proposal to double the size of Spring Vale. This has come about because 

there are going to be more children than school places in Wolverhampton. The schools that were chosen were 

those offering a good standard of education and were oversubscribed, so being chosen for expansion shows 

how highly regarded Spring Vale Primary School is. I am sure you will hear lots more about the expansion over 

the next few years, but in the meantime, the challenge will be for us to ensure Spring Vale continues to 

provide a high quality education in a nurturing environment for the children, whilst exploring the benefits of 

being a larger school.  

The academic year 2016/17 has been one tinged with sadness. This time last year I was paying tribute to Miss 

Evans as she formally retired from teaching after a long illness. Unfortunately, Miss Evans passed away in 

August, leaving behind many happy memories for both those who were taught by her and those worked 

alongside her. One of her biggest passions was art so we are pleased to have the “Miss Evans Art Award” in 

her memory. 

This year saw the loss of another longstanding member of the Spring Vale family. Barbara Barnett was a 

Governor at Spring Vale for 25 years. During that time, she supported the school through many highs and 

lows. Barbara contributed in a really significant way to the school. Her background in HR ensured that she 

was frequently involved in recruitment and almost all the members of staff in the school were appointed by 

Barbara.  In her role as Vice Chair I could always rely on Barbara as the person who would question things, 

the one who would ask “why?” She would ensure that any decision we made was made for the right reasons. 

She will be sorely missed for everything she has done for the school. 

Another longstanding member of the Governing Body, Mick Cripps, has decided it is time for him to retire 

after 20 years serving and supporting Spring Vale. Mick’s contribution to Spring Vale has been immense. He 

would ask detailed questions and ensure that both he, and the rest of the Governing Body, understood the 

detail behind any decision. Mick will also be fondly remembered for his support to Nursery and Reception as 

well as his significant contributions to the Spring Vale Christmas Fair. 

Another departure from Spring Vale is Mr Williamson, who has been at Spring Vale for 3 years. He has 

developed as teacher during that period, enabling him to achieve a promotion. We thank him for his hard work 

both in and out of the classroom and wish him well for the future. 

Together Everyone Achieving More 
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It is always good to receive recognition for the good things we do as a school, so we were overjoyed when one 

of our members of staff received a national award. Mrs West has received recognition for her work in 

developing the Reading Recovery programme at Spring Vale Primary and the results she has achieved with 

those pupils she has taken through the programme. She was awarded Reading Recovery Teacher of the Year 

and this was presented at a ceremony in London, by former X Files actress Gillian Anderson. This award 

recognises both Mrs West’s hard work and achievements at the school but also the commitment of the School 

to developing and supporting reading in all children. 

While measuring results is not the only measure of the success of a school, once again I am pleased to report 

that Spring Vale has had a successful year with its SATS results. The level of achievement of its pupils across 

the school is a testament to the hard work and dedication of the pupils and staff and the support given by 

parents.  Outstanding teaching and learning across the whole school has led to record end of Key stage results, 

putting us significantly above national average in all areas of school. 

On behalf of my fellow governors, I would like to thank all staff, parents and pupils for your contribution to 

another successful year for Spring Vale Primary School, and I look forward to the school going from strength 

to strength in the future. 

Have a great summer 

Matt West (Chair of Governors) 

 

 

 

SATS Results 2017 

Well done to our Year 2 and Year 6 pupils for their hard work and achievements in their recent SATs 

assessments: 

 

Key Stage 1 Results 2017 

    Spring Vale Results  Wolverhampton Results 

Reading       87%    76%     

Writing    77%    68%  

Maths     77%    75%  

 

Key Stage 2 Results 2017 

    Spring Vale Results  National Results 

Reading     97%     71% 

Writing     86%    76% 

Maths       90%    75% 

SPAG     90%    77% 

      

We were pleased with the progress made by our pupils across the school. 

 

 
 

We will be saying our official goodbyes to Year 6 at their Leavers’ Assembly on Friday 21st July. Parents and 

Governors are invited to attend. We would like to wish our Year 6 children all the very best in the future and we 

hope they continue to work hard in their new secondary schools. 

 



 3 SUMMER  NEWSLETTER 2017 

IMPORTANT REMINDER:- 
Children break up on Friday 21st July after lunch at 1.30 pm.  Please be prompt 

collecting your children from school. 

Nursery children will break up the day before on Thursday 20th July at normal 

times. 

Staff News 
This week marks the last week for two members of staff at Spring Vale Primary.  Mr Williamson, who has been 

teaching at Spring Vale for three years, is taking up a teaching post at another Primary School.  We thank Mr 

Williamson for his hard work and dedication and wish him well for the future.   

Miss Frazer (Teaching assistant) is leaving us to pursue the school’s direct route to teaching. She will be back with 

us in the Spring term to complete her school based training. We wish her every success. 

Mr Andreas (Key Stage 2 teacher) will be joining us in September. 

 

 
 

 

 

Back to School September 2017 
You should have received a 2017/18 academic year planner with your child’s report.  If not, please pick 

one up from the carousel in the main entrance area. 

Children in Years 1 – 6 return to school on Wednesday 6th September.  Older Nursery children return on 

Monday 11th September.  New Reception and Nursery children have been given their start dates and times. 

School Times 
The KS1 and KS2 playground gates will be opened at 8.30 am when children are let into school.  All 

children should be in their rooms by 8.45 am which is the official start to the school day.  If a child 

arrives at school before 8.30 am there is no staff supervision and the child remains the responsibility 

of the parent/carer.  Any child arriving after 8.45 am will be marked as late in the register. 

 

School Uniform 
Please make sure your child is kitted out with the correct uniform for next term.  Also make sure your child 

has black low heeled shoes not trainers for school. Socks should be plain white, black or grey.   

Jewellery is not allowed to be worn in school. 

Extreme hairstyles are not allowed in school - as outlined in the school prospectus 

   Round Necked Sweatshirt 

   All child sizes £7.50   

   (Adult sizes £10.50 – these have to be ordered in) 

   Sky Blue Polo Shirts 

   All child sizes £6.50  

   (Adult sizes £9.50 – these have to be ordered in) 

   PE Tops - All child sizes £5.00 each 

   Sweatshirt Cardigans - All child sizes £9.50 
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Why not try our school dinners for a 

term? Dinner money in September 2017 will be £2.20 per day, £11.00 per 

week (£1.20 per day, £6 per week for flexible charging) payable on the 

first day of the week.  Children need to state at the beginning of a term 

whether they are having dinners or packed lunches.   

 

Soccer 2000 
In September, the Soccer 2000 after school club, will be continuing on Wednesdays for Years 1, 2, 

3, 4, 5 & 6.  The club will be starting on Wednesday 6th September and the cost for the half term 

will be £14.00 per child.  This will be payable on the first day back in September or parents can pay now if you 

wish to secure your child’s place.  

We will let parents know during the second week of the new term about all the other after school activities that 

we have planned. 

 

Cakes/food in school 
It is always nice to celebrate a child’s birthday in school but could we please ask parents not 

to send cakes or other food items, as we have a number of children with food allergies.  We 

have always allowed sealed packets of sweets to be brought in for children to take home with 

them, and will continue to allow this as ingredients can be checked by parents – please be 

mindful of children with dietary requirements.  Thank you for your continued co-operation. 

 

Tips for keeping children safe online 

 Explore: Explore and understand the apps, games and sites your child uses and get to know your child’s 

online world better 

 Talk: Chat to your child about their online world, just as you’d ask about their day at School 

 Agree: Set out the family rules to live well online.  Discuss and agree ground rules and make sure you’re a 

good role model 

 Manage: Make the technology work for you.  Adapt privacy settings and use parental controls where 

necessary 

 

100% attendance 

Our attendance assemblies are taking place this week and we will have given out 117 awards for full attendance 

this term and 41 for full attendance this academic year.  We also have two children who have 100% attendance 

for the whole of Key Stage 2 and one for the whole of Key Stage 1, which I’m sure you will agree is a fantastic 

achievement. 

Just to remind parents that children will not lose full attendance for hospital appointments but confirmation 
letters must be shown to the office.   
 

 

 

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support over this academic year.  This has been another 

hugely successful year and one that I have thoroughly enjoyed.  I continue to be extremely proud to lead such a 

committed and inspiring staff and such wonderful pupils.  Wishing you all a happy, safe and relaxing summer holiday. 
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Gillian Anderson 
presenting Mrs 
West with her 

Teaching Reading 
Recovery award in 

London  

Our Wolves in 
Wolves entry 

winners in 
memory of Miss 
Evans – this will 
be available to 

see at 
Wolverhampton 

Art Gallery  


